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Instrumentation

    Piccolo 
2  Flutes 
2  Oboes 
2  Clarinets in B♭ 
    Bass Clarinet 
2  Bassoons 

4  Horns in F 
3  Trumpets in B♭ 
2  Trombones 
    Bass Trombone 
    Tuba

Timpani 
Percussion 
     1.    Snare Drum 
     2.    Piatti, Bass Drum 
     3.    Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Sus. Cym. 

Harp 

SATB Chorus* 

Strings 

     ** Optional

 My favorite part of the PBS National Memorial Day Concert is the 
Armed Forces medley that’s presented through a powerful arrangement for 
the orchestra and chorus. It occurred to me that new arrangements of these 
anthems aren’t widely available, especially those also written for voice. 

 I thought it would be fun to create my own Armed Forces medley 
that could be used in all sorts of patriotic concerts. I took special care in 
writing each transition between anthems, briefly alluding to the next theme 
while keeping the beat going steadily so the audience can clap along. 

 A rough sketch of this Salute took me about a week to write, which 
I think is a testament to the beautiful themes that lend themselves so easily 
to adaptation. Creating the arrangement was a real treat and a process that I 
throughly enjoyed. I was working with great music that represents selfless 
people, noble efforts, and the heart of American patriotism. 

Matt’s Note
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